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• What contributes more to higher living standards – new goods, or quality 
change of existing products?  

• What are the main determinants of which goods eventually come to 
contribute substantially to our well-being? 

The workshop will take place on May 21-22, 2010, at CREI-UPF, Barcelona, 
and will be organised by Robert J. Gordon (Northwestern, NBER, and CEPR), 
and Hans-Joachim Voth (UPF-CREI, ICREA, and CEPR). Travel and 
accommodation expenses will be covered for all participants according to 
standard CEPR travel guidelines. If you can use research funds to pay for your 
own costs, this would free up funding for someone else.  

Scholars interested in participating should apply by sending a either a full-length 
paper, or a detailed proposal (abstract plus a three page outline) to Joachim 
Voth at jvoth@crei.cat. The deadline for replies is November 30st, 2009. 
Acceptance criteria will be based both on the quality of the proposal and the 
potential novelty and importance of the findings.   
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